
Remembering 

Sister Patricia McLean 

1935 - 2023 

“our oneness in Christ extends 
beyond this life, 

the bond of community 
unites us even after death” 

(Const. #59/d.31) 



Sister Patricia McLean, formerly Mother Michael 

David, entered the fullness of life on October 14, 

2023 following a brief illness. She is survived by her 

sister-in-law, Nancy McLean, and brother-in-law, 

Donald Binns and nephews, nieces and cousins. 

She is predeceased by her parents, Ken and Jean, 

brother, Allan, sisters Mary Clare McLean Binns, 

Connie McLean Wells and her husband, Romaine 

Wells.  

Patty first came in contact with the Ursuline Sisters 

following her first year of teaching when she began 

her university studies at Brescia. She entered the 

Community in 1958 and for many years was 

involved in education both as a teacher and 

principal. In her life story she states that St. Joseph 

School in Chatham, where she started teaching at 

the primary level and later returned as principal, 

held a special place in heart.  

Throughout her life she also ministered as an 

educational consultant for the Diocese of London, 

the Director of the Christian Renewal Centre and 

an innovative advocate and educator in the area of 

feminist spirituality at Brescia University College 

and with The Circle Women’s Centre which 

embodied her vision of women joining together to 

celebrate the sacred in their lives. 

With her typical dedication and love of the 

Community, Patty served in general leadership, as 

member of Brescia’s Foundation Board, as a  



member of the Finance and Investment Committee 

and as an Accompaniste of the Companions of St. 

Angela.  

According to Patty’s wishes, she was remembered 

in the Community Eucharist on the morning of 

October 24
th
. Her Celebration of Life took place 

that afternoon in the kiva of St. Angela’s Meadow 

Retirement Lodge. Many Sisters and friends came 

together to give thanks for a life lived with passion 

and vibrancy. Sister Sheila led the service which 

reflected Patty’s appreciation of the wonder of the 

cosmos and the allure of the Divine Mystery which 

permeated Patty’s life. The readings were 

proclaimed by Sisters Pauline Maheux, Anne 

Denomy and Margot Fish and Sister Theresa 

Campeau prayed the final blessing.  

Sister Margo Ritchie csj offered a reflection on 

Patty’s life which echoed the refrain from one of 

the readings, an excerpt from Judy Cannato’s 

Radical Amazement: There is always, always, 

resurrection. Margo spoke of Patty’s ability to shed 

light on what was limiting and deadening, that 

which left people sidelined. She referred to Patty’s 

gift for gathering people of diverse experiences. 

One example that she mentioned was the Finders 

Keepers conference which brought together 800 

women to explore and celebrate the sacred in their 

lives.  



The kiva swelled with the voices of many friends 

raised in joyful song. Remembering Patty’s great 

love for music of all kinds – how could they keep 

from singing! Since the interment of Patty’s 

ashes will occur at a later date, Sister Theresa 

Mahoney carrying the urn and joined by Sisters 

Pauline, Anne and Theresa, processed past the 

honour guard to the waiting vehicle. The 

musicians, Cindy Waddick and Mike Milner 

accompanied the assembly with one of Patty’s 

favourite hymns, Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring.   

 

“As I have for most of my life, I continue to delve 

into and treasure the often hidden riches of our 

Catholic Tradition and to celebrate with no little 

amazement how I have been led through periods 

of my life – each one with a new and challenging 

horizon. Influenced by the many opportunities 

Life has given me and by no-less-than wonderful 

like-minded friends, I have continued to broaden 

the boundaries of my spiritual life. In this last leg 

of my journey, I am living with a heart full of 

gratitude, the grace of grief – evolving gradually 

toward One-ness with All that is created, seeking 

and acting to grow into the Body of Christ.”  

Sister Patricia McLean 


