
Remembering 

Sister Dolores Senay 

1934 - 2024 

“our oneness in Christ extends 
beyond this life, 

the bond of community 
unites us even after death” 

(Const. #59/d.31) 



Sister Dolores Senay, formerly Sister Norman 

Joseph, entered the fullness of life on October 19, 

2024 after a short hospital stay. Sr. Dolores was 

the daughter of George Senay and Eva Decelles 

and was the youngest of ten children. In her 

autobiographical reflection she talked about her 

sisters being particularly happy about her birth 

because the numbers were now even, five boys 

and five girls! Shortly after her birth, her father 

passed away and her older siblings undertook 

many family responsibilities.  

Dolores entered the Ursuline Community in June, 

1951 following her high school graduation. The 

influence of her Ursuline teachers and her good 

friends helped her to respond to God’s call. She 

began her teaching career at Blessed Sacrament 

School in Chatham and found, much to her 

surprise, that she really enjoyed it! After three 

years of teaching there, she was finally able to 

attend Stratford Teachers’ College. She continued 

in the field of education with enthusiasm and skill, 

working in Stratford, London and Chatham Kent 

both as a classroom teacher and principal where 

she was able to mentor many others and to form 

lifelong friendships.  

A significant event in her life was the summer she 

spent in Raymondville, Texas with several other 

Ursulines, assisting her nephew, Father Richard 

MacDonald in the summer program of his parish.  



She treasured this learning experience working 

with people who were struggling with poverty and 

other issues on the Texas border.  

One of Dolores’s lifetime dreams was to serve in a 

mission area and this dream was fulfilled when she 

was accepted to go to Peru in 1984 after many 

years of working in education in southwestern 

Ontario. She cherished her six years in Urrunaga. 

She was inspired by the people there who 

accompanied her, and whom she accompanied. 

Her ministry was often one of presence, simply 

being with the people, many of whom were ill and 

suffering.  

Dolores continued to serve with a spirit of 

generosity when she returned to Ontario. She 

worked in local leadership and on committees and 

was very involved in helping the community move 

to its new location at 20 Merici Way. She brought 

her enthusiasm and dedication with her wherever 

she went, helping her neighbours in Windsor and 

serving the community in general leadership.  

The Celebration of Life for Sr. Dolores took place 

at St. Angela’s Meadow Retirement Lodge on 

October 29, 2024. Sr. Sheila McKinley led the 

service which was comprised of readings and 

music chosen by Dolores. The first reading from 

Bishop Untener’s Prayer about Oscar Romero was 

read by Pat Weiler, a former colleague of Dolores’s 

from the St. Clair Catholic School Board.  



The second reading was from St. Paul’s letter to 

the Philippians and was proclaimed by Pam Ross, 

Dolores’s niece. Sheila reflected on Dolores’s 

‘dance of life’ where she constantly endeavoured to 

respond to the music of the Divine in her life and to 

match her steps to the Divine rhythm. Sheila 

passed on Dolores’s message that the constant 

refrain in her life was hope. Many relatives and 

friends were able to join in the prayer in the kiva 

and by livestream.  

The Mass of Resurrection was celebrated on 

October 30
th
 with Dolores’s nephew, Fr. Richard 

MacDonald as the presider. He was joined by Fr. 

Dwayne Adam and Fr. Peter McKenna. Sr. Theresa 

Campeau read from the Ursuline Constitutions and 

Dolores’s nephew, Norm MacDonald, and his wife 

Nancy, read from the Book of Revelation. Fr. 

Richard in his homily reflected on the readings and 

in particular, emphasized the call to service that 

was outlined in the Ursuline Constitutions. The 

music ministers for both services were Sr. Liz 

Lynch, Cindy Waddick and Michael Milner. The pall 

bearers were members of Dolores’s family. The 

prayers at the graveside were led by Sr. Karen 

Gleeson. The crucifix was presented by Father 

Richard to another nephew, Tommy Dupuis, as 

reminder of the deep connection between the 

Ursuline Community and Dolores’s family. 

Following the prayers at the cemetery, everyone 

was invited to return to St. Angela’s Meadow for 

lunch and more sharing.  


