
Happy Feast Day Sisters, Companions, Friends! 

  

The year 2025 was one of global upheaval, the likes of which we could not have 
anticipated.  The political climate was hostile and unpredictable, and thus far, we have 
no reason to believe that 2026 will be any kinder.   Last year, while the world was in 
turmoil, on a much more intimate scale, a different kind of shift was taking place within 
the context of the Ursuline community.  

The Ursulines perceived that the Community was being called to some kind of 
transformation, a transformation that would enable them to move forward with strength, 
integrity and dignity.  Last July the Community celebrated the inauguration of a new 
working relationship with the Sisters of St Joseph in Canada. Sr Margo Ritchie, the 
Congregational Leader of the Sisters of St Joseph, took on the leadership of the 
Chatham Ursulines in an official capacity, with the promise of working in solidarity with 
the Ursuline Sisters and upholding the charism and vision of St Angela.      

Such a shift in leadership was unprecedented.   How might the future unfold?  What 
would this new Order resemble?  No one knew for sure.  And yet the 
Chatham Ursulines have embarked on this new adventure with a 
profound sense of hope.  No doubt St Angela would be proud!  
She was only too aware of the impermanence of life.   While 
she demonstrated firmness and exactitude in her Counsel and 
Rules, she offered a surprising glimpse of flexibility: “If with 
change of times and circumstances, it becomes necessary to 
make fresh rules, or to alter anything, then do it with 
prudence, after taking good advice.”  (Last legacy).    St 
Angela spoke frequently of the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
encouraged her daughters to persist in a spirit of courage and 
hope.   

Perhaps it is no accident that the Feast of St Angela lands in the 
season of Epiphany.  True, the magi have long since returned to their 
homeland, but the Morning Star has not ceased to glow.  The Light of the World, the 
Christ, beckons us, calling us forward to live and work in His name. In these turbulent 
and disturbing times, it is easy to lose hope.  And yet, we, God’s people have been 
created in a Spirit of hope!  The Light of God has been ignited within our hearts. May 
each of us, like Angela, choose to embrace this Light, and in our own unique and 
blessed way, reflect it with boldness, compassion, hope and grace.  May it be so.  

Ann Corbet, Companion 
Clara Martinengo Circle   

“Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes[b] for what is seen? 25 But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” Romans 8:24-25 

“Act, bestir yourselves, have faith, make efforts, have confidence, cry to Him with all 
your hearts.  You will certainly see wonders. If you direct everything to the praise of 

His Divine Majesty and the greater good of souls.”   St Angela, prologue to Counsels 


